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Mr WILLIAM EVANS. 


Dei BILL 2. 


H A 1 I have decked al controyerſ 
with the country Gentleman, is very = 
cannot uſe. an old correſpondent fo ill as to 
treat a new one with more reſpect, who is 
1 en leſs deſerving, This may be owing, as you 
- Be obſerve, to ſomething of young Alexander's pride, 
v ho ſcorned to engage in the public games, unleſs 
kings were his competitors. But I. greatly Prove 
your Reſolution | to - undertake him. Take my 
OR word. for it, you wl find him = ra another 
\ | * champion as the Chineſe bully, Areft up to 115 upon 
| the ramparts of the town, in armour of painted 
buckram, with a great japan d wooden ſword, to 
ſtrike terror in lord Auſon. 
Lou muſt be miſinform'd as to the author. He 5 
cannot be 99 5 yman of our church, as he does not 
only hi: off, but actually renounce the character. 
Beſides, I have ſeen that young gentleman, break - 
faſted once where he did, and he did not ſeem to 
me, the meer ¶ bipper Svapper -n ſhort - anſwer 
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| ths . n A find caching more formidable 
to eheszünter, than menn, pert, rite, gd ſcurril- 


lip. EIS i. 


What I heartily becom mend to you is, to be as 
ſhort as you can. Paſs by his many filly things, ob- 
vious to the meaneſt capacity, leaſt you raiſe the price 


one half penny on your poorer brethren, for whoſe 
ſake alone you write; to arm them againſt the jokes 


of their fellow ſervants or labourers, with which your 
author has endeavour'd to furniſh them, to get a 
laugh againſt you, and keep up the EG Spi- 


rit in a profane and ignorant rabble. 


J am very ſure,” your friendſhip to me oh- 


prompt you to ſpend ſome time in my defence. I 
ſhall rake it extremely ill if you mention me, fur- 
ther than neceſſary to your main defign----He has 


but one Place wherein I find my {elf ſenſibly touched. 


He allows that I was once poſſeſs'd of tolerable ov 
whoſe vigor I have waſted on ſonnets and mirth. 


1 cannot deny that poetry has been the e 


of many of the leiſure hours of my youth, the beſt 
method I could think of to obviate his calumny 
was to ſend you one of thoſe ſonnets, written, as 


ſome ſtill remember, near forty years ago, leſt any 
ſhould take his phraſe in the worlt ſenſe, as I believe 


it was his intent they ſhou'd, by his adding the 
word mirth--- Whether art, or che want of it has ren- 
dered this author ſo ambiguous, in the capital word 


of almoſt every ſentence he writes, is hard to judge-- 


I defire you may publiſh it. It cannot be of more 
uſe to any than to your author and his friends. Per- 


haps the jingle of rhyme may induce ſome of them 
to read it who would nauſeate the fat proſe. of the 


TN I am, dc. 


band, was attacked by a ſmart young clergyman with ſome pert 


queſtions, he turn'd che child looſe to him with thoſe words, and 
walk 4 off. 


- A 
* Mr. 11 OY in a county: rode; a little Nor ln le 
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The vain oblation unregarded dies, 
Offer'd in any cauſe but Charities. 


1 5 ] 


A Tranfation of the TY Ch. of St. Paul's — | 


to the Cor. by the * Moore Booker. 


"HO every ſtrain of human rhetoric 1 
Tho Angels accents warbled on my tongue, 
If tender Charity, that heav'nly gueſt, 
Dwells not in my inhoſpitable breaſt, 


The ſounding braſs, the tinkling cymbals found, 
A more ſublime, a more important ſound. 


Did God to me his dark decrees reveal, 


And make my honour'd lips his oracle. 
Cou'd I ſecure, in ev*ry gloomy maze, 


Walk unbewilderd through myſterious ways. 


And tho? my faith cou?d intercept the flood, 


By mountains ſummon'd from their old abode, 85 


Shou'd heaven that great refining grace deny, 
I'm void of all, if void of Charity. 


Cou'd 1 each fav'rite appetite controul, 
And from my worldly goods divorce my ſoul. 


Shou'd 1 to feed the hungry waſte the ſtore, 


And bid the humble needy want no more. 
And tho', to raiſe the mighty off ring higher, 
I gave my fleſh, nor ſhun'd devouring fire; 


Nur c 
Hail kind jong- ſuff ring power, by thee poſſeſt, 


Nor envy gnaws, nor pride diſtends my breaſt. 


Inſpir'd by thee no ſelfiſh paſſions riſe, 
No evil thoughts, nor low indecencies. 

Falſhood and wrong thy peaceful Soul moleſt, 
But truth and juſtice revel in thy breaſt. 

Is Charity provok'd, ſhe'd rather long 


Endure the inſult, than revenge the wrong: 


Thro' Faith that conquers all contending power, 
And Hope that anchors on th' immortal ſhore. 2 
The 
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The prophets heav'nly ardour ſoon muſt ceaſe, 
Nor ſhall the ſacred ſpirit long beſtow - 
Thoſe gifts which various new taught tongues ex- 
preſs, 
Or has imperfect thing call'd . here below. 
That great informer, now, but part reveals, 
Partly the ſages know, the bard foretells: 
But when perfection comes, the blaze of day 
Shall chaſe the duſky twilight quite away. 
In reaſons dawn each image in my breaſt, _ 
Betray'd by little liſps the child confeſs'd. 
But time as leaves me this to boaſt, 

The man eftabliſh'd, tho* the child be loſt. 
Along this gloomy world darklings we paß, 
Led but by ſome faint rays collected in a glaſs. 
To prove our graces, here, no more is given 
To. ſee than ſhadows, or Back ParrTs of heaven. 

But in thoſe bliſsful manſions we Poſſeſs 
Clear viſion----beatific---- face to face, 
Here tho* I know but part, that want t'atone, 


: There I ſhall know, as I my ſelf am known. 


Faith, Hope and Charity conduct the way, 
But F 49 Hope muſt ſhortly diſappear: 65 
This ſwallow'd i in fruition's boundleſs ſea, _ 
And that recede as certainty draws near, 
But greater Charity---more Jaſting love 


16 * 
* 


LETTER, Er. 
sI. 


| HAVE ſeen your paper, and approve of your 
1 modeſty in concealing your name, otherwiſe you 


muſt have been obliged to have hid your face. A 
Methodiſt, which I profeſs my ſelf, thinks it his duty 
to entertain a charitable opinion of all men. There - 
fore I ſhall not charge you with publiſhing ſo many 
untruths as ſuch, but rather as pious frauds, ſome of 
the good works of that church to which I have reaſon 
to think you belong. And as this is an appeal to 
the public, let that judge, whether there can be 


found one paragraph in your letter, where one of | 


the kind is not either poſitively aſſerted or introduc'd 
for that end. 

I do not write to vindicate Mr, 3 from 
your aſperſions. His reputation is as far above your 
power to leſſen, as mine to raiſe. But as there are 
too many who talk with no more regard to truth 
than you write, I find my ſelf called upon in your 
letter, to anſwer a fact groſly miſrepreſented, by 
Which I my ſelf have not only been a great ſufferer, 
but thro* my name, a poor little innocent flock of 

Chriſt have been greatly ſpoken againſt. Your para- 

graph wherein I find my ſelf concerned in; is p. 15. and 
runs thus * neither the ſacredneſs of the place, nor 

the preſence of ſome perſons of diſtinction cou'd 

ON ane a Certain: clergy man ie interrupaion 8 

679 0 ein 


„ 


„jn the church (which is all your own) nor from 


$ threats and ſcurrillity, as he was going out of it.“ 
That I am the perſon hinted at, is known as far as. 


oo 


my name has reach'l——The fact was this 


Coming out of church from hearing a ſermon of 


Dr. Trap*s againſt the Metbodiſts, from theſe words, 


- Be not righteous over much——In which abſtemiouſ- 


neſs was ſet in a very ridiculous light, and ſenſual 


gratifications recommended, from the example of 
Chriſt at the marriage of Cana of Galli/ce, where the 
blaſphemous ſentiments of the impious Moolaſton, 
upon that miracle, were ſtrongly inſinuated. The 
ſermon was well known to many members of our 
ſociety then preſent, as Mr. H/eſley had publiſh'd an 
anſwer to it. I did ſay, going out of. church,. Had 


Mr. been any where but in the pulpit, I cond have 


anſwer'd him. A footman over-hearing me, gave 
out that I ſaid, I wow?d beat that clergyman, when 1 


cou d get bim out of the pulpi. All attempts to ex- 
plain my ſelf to a certain ſet of people, were in vain, 


and J have ſince been very ill uſed by all on whom 
/// {Gf SES $57 BO: 
No, Sir——weare neither jokers nor bullies, We 
Bave not ſo learn d Chriſt, who when he was reviled, 
 reviled not again, . when he. ſuffered, be threatened not. 
Uſe us never ſo ill, we think it our duty to vindi- 


cate our ſelves, but you can only provoke our pity 


- and our prayers. 
Our religion was n 
qui ſitions. God be praiſed, we live under proteſ- 


tant governors, wiſe, learned and diſpaſſionate. Is 


1t for that reaſon you expoſtulate, p. io. Is the church 
alone to be expos'd to intruders, quacks and impoſtors, and 
not thought worthy of defence 
what kind of defence your church wants. Our go- 
vernors allow you all the defence reaſon . and ſcrip- 


ture can afford you. If they cannot ſupport your 


church, it cannot fall too ſoon, or two low---In ad- 


\ 


— 


ot propagated by mobs or. In- 
We may gueſs 


vertiſements , 


tt. 9.7 
vertiſements of pills, 8 and noſtrums of all 
kinds, Beware , rounterfeits, always leg. wich 
men of ſenſe for the very characteriſtic of a quack. 
Why have you not attempted to TED thi 
government of the bad effects, er example 9 
precepts have had upon ſociety? Why have you 
not given a detail of the many ale ſcratches their 
recipies have envenom'd. up to mortal gangreens 
You mention indeed 9 like it, p. 39. where 
you le ene the 3 be have recover'd ſeve 

ut you are 7 ſure it 


3 « & 16s 1 * Aachen to . the motion 
the blood, and reſtore warmth, whatever. you 
64 - ſpiritual quacks, may think“ Ohl ye, friends t 
the church, what a government do you live — - 
So far from inflicting. puniſhments for fevers, that 
immenſe ſums are raiſed, for ſpiritual. quacks to excite 
and promote them: Yet ſocks, whipping poſts, pil 
lories, nay. axes, gallowſes and gibhets for chilliveſs--- 
Take care of being duped lige poor Paul. How 
much, better, had it een for him to have indulg'd 
his little amuſing recreation of Perſecution, than- 
to have quitted it for A feoer,. vhi6h., in Go. 0 
into tbe third heaven. 1b ele) 
What kind of a philoſopher muſt our celebrated 
Bel have been, who wrote à whole. book intitle 
ſeraphic love which every holy knows. to be, all burs- 
ing, flaming z merely. i0 reſcue the EIN) from ſuch 
chiltizeſs ? And I am of opinion tha Chriſt himſelf, 


both lived and. died for that very purpoſe. But 1 
dase affirm, thege are many thouſands in Our ſoclety, 
Who, upon mature dsliheration, vou'd choſe to un- 
deergo the hotteſt flames, in a litteral ſenſe, which 
your TRE party 98 light bt for E. 05 
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rather than undergo one fit of your chillineſs. Do 


you call your ſelf a chriſtian?” III venture to affirm 


ſo impious a ſentiment never defiled a heathen' 's pa- 


Beſides, by your 9 you muſt Wend ehthunta fm; 
Rr as you are pretending to anſwer Mr. B Ar, 
it muſt be his notion of it that you are combating, 
as he has very clearly defin'd and ſtated it; other- 
ways, you do not mean at all, ſo that it "muſt be, 
that holy and raviſhing enthuſialm which one intenſe 
pious meditation on the divinity, throws Upon” the 
ſoul, to which you ſo greatly prefer —_—_— 
For ſuch vicious profane ſentiments,” you are no 
plagiary- But you have ſaid nothin ng: againft” Mr. 
B----:x, but what you have extracted from a former 
anſwerer of his, 'who calls himſelf: Looking-glaſs. Even 
the trifling character, in which you have fo familiar- 
ly dreſs'd him, is taken from that worthy author. 


It wou'd have bee more modeſt in you, to have in- 


titled your book, -A ſecond edition of 'the Looking. 
vr (+ 55 cer e or amended; ne . 5h 1 Bal 


the mich: ths i moravian hereſy, 200 6 one or ro doe 


ſuch writers. What a loſs is it to the public, that 


you never met with 4 book! call'd by the conctited 
title of Foxes and Firebrands. It wou'd have afford. 


ed you new matter againſt the Meibodiſts. Ic has, 


already, been plaid upon us, with gteat tria 
and made us all jeſuits in diſguiſe. Get it, I adviſe 
you, your ſett will never be compleat without it 
I greatly ſuſpect you for a popiſh "prieſt, but I-can 
never — 7: the IF 9 - have ent 08 on 
pore ena 1 7 15 1 5 4 7 225 | oy De, WI 
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The moſt ignorant among the rabble can but 
5 rail, call us madmen, and ſay we are actuated by the 
ſpirit of the devil. Have you done any more? 
You have indeed expreſs' d your ſelf in a more flou- 
riſhing ſtile, but have not ſupported your allegations 
with better arguments, or really any at all, that a 
chriſtian of mean capacity may not turn againſt you. 
If Mr. Br acknowledge: us enthuſiaſts, he 
has not left us to gueſs at his meaning by that word. 
_ After. he has defined it in general, he has diſtinguiſh'd 
it, into that of the g/orious, and that of the infamous 
kind; of which you have not the ingenuity to take 
the leaſt notice; or even to apprehend a difference 
between that holy and raviſhing enthufiaſm, into which 
according to Mr. Yillette, one pious intenſe meditation 
an the divinity throws the ſoul; and that madneſs which 
ſuſpends the uſe of all its intellectual faculties and 
powers, and renders chains neceſſary to the patient, 
to prevent his doing miſchief to himſelf and others. 
But you make no diſtinction, a ſcratch'd finger and a 
cut throat is the ſame. with you. Such writers do 
not care for grapling with definitions. There is a 

Bedlam for lunatics, but I know no appartments 
there for Euthuſiaſts. Nay, the meaneſt chamber- 
maid-cou'd have told you, there was difference be- 
tween ſtaring and ſtarł-ma !V. 
In one or other extreme of the 1 ſenſes 
you muſt be underſtood thro' your whole letter, or 
in no ſenſe at all; for you admit no degrees. I be- 
lieve all chriſtians, but ſuch as you have always un- 
derſtood Mr. B 's glorious, and Mr. Villeite's 
holy and raviſhing enthuſiaſm to mean, the frequent 
flights of holy ſouts {0 a higher pitch of devotion, than 
cool reaſon. cawd lift to. Are you ſo weak as not to 
be able to diſtinguiſn between a flight above reaſon, 
and a diametrical oppoſition to it? Have you never 
heard of the diſtinction, between, above, and con- 
tary to radon. ? Couꝰ'd you ſhew that it wanted a dif+ 
ACID B 2 Fn ference, 


[ 12 ] 
ference, the deiſts would be mightily oblig'd to you. 
Till that be exploded, they can no more laugh Chri- 
ſtianity out of the world than you can Methodiſm. 

So that the weakeſt of my poor brethren, when 
attack d by one of your chilly clients, with the com- 
mon cant of Enthuſiaſt, mad, Sc. — It's only 
aſking — Do you mean in Mr. B—-r's ſenſe or Mr. 
Chillinefs's — allow me to take the fame liberty with 
you, as you do with Mr. B-——r's place, in giving 
it a name, unknown to me before, tho' I ſpent my 
whole life in the pariſh ; and I believe to every body 
elſe, tho* you are capable of aſſerting it as a known 
truth. Beſides, I have given a name to you for: 
want of another, and I thought it one that wou*d- 
the moſt effectually diſtinguiſh you from all the reſt 
of mankind. e | | 8 3 8 N 

But to proceed, - till you tell us what you mean 
by Enthuſiaſm, Madneſs, c. your pretended reaſons» 
ings will not ſtand within the compaſs of common 
| ſenſe, nor till you have-prov'd Ours of the infa- 

mous kind; and that Mr. Bt and Mr. Villette 
ſhou'd be chain'd in Bedlam. 169 20rcT 
How like ſome ignorant popiſh prieſts, of this 
country, do you argue. If you are not ſuffer'd to 
change your medium at every turn, and quibble 
upon words, you muſt be dumb. So that it is eaſy 
to gueſs in what ſchool you learn'd your logic. 

You ſhew yourſelf a critic of the ſame ſize, p. 11. 
where you are ſo {mart on Mr. B ir, for not having 
gain'd any influence over the very weak and 1gno- 
rant of his pariſhioners, as he ſays-(tho' you can lump 
them all together, without bluſhing) ?*1/ a ſtroling 
Methodiſt found bis ſtray d flock, and brought them 
bome to him — Every body, but yourſelf, ſaw a very 
{ubſtantial reaſon in his letters — But has he pro- 
- vok*d your wrath and malice, for not quarrellin 
with the good natur'd neighbour that brought them 
home to his door, as too many of his brethren have 
done, He wou'd not rather ſee them devour d, ” | 


11 


143 - | 
the. wolf, than reſcued by any hand but his own. 


Whether they had ſtray d by his negligence or his 


weakneſs, his acknowledging his obligation to the 
good Samaritan ſtroler, Who took them up and took 
care of them, is demonſtration io me, that he had 
more regard to his maſters property, than to his own - 
intereſt with the neighbouring ſhepherds;— One that 


never ſet up for an author, tho' he Will appear, 


better qualified for a eritic than you have ſhewn 
yourſelf, aſk d me a queſtion, which an honeſt man 


needed not to be aſham'd of — © Mr. B—, ſays 


he, has very well apologiz d for himſelf and his 
* brethren, not being able to reform the low and 
ignorant of their people, till the Methodiſts came 
e among them. But that he had not been able to 
«-baniſh' Card-tables, on Sundays, from Gentlemen's 


bauſes, in twenty years, wants to be explain'd.“ 


I cou'd not anſwer him till 1 conſulted Mr. Br, 


who aſſur'd me, that he never knew cards to be 
made uſe of, on that day, in his Pariſh; Seht by 


the Roman Catholics. | 
I was aſk*d another viding Wellen by the ſame 
6 — If the Enthuſiaſm of the Methodiſts be ſo 


glorious, boly, and raviſbing as Mr. B—r has repre- 


ſented it, how came he, to entertain a thought of 
getting the better of it? I gave him one inſtance of 


what Mr. B—r call'd Enthuſiaſm in one of the 
ſociety, and wou'd have reform'd it, if he cou'd, 


That Alexander Erwin, mention'd, p. 17. of his 


letters, who had been wounded and maim'd by a 
popiſn mob, being advis'd to go, when he was able, 


to a magiſtrate of that county who was ready to take 
his examinations, he refus'd it, becauſe his Saviour 


had ſulfer more for bim, but we are not all ſo mad 
as that. The ſame Enthuſiaſm in Mr. Veſiey, may 
perhaps, ſave you from an action of ſlander and de- 
famation at the ſuit of that gentleman, for charging 
nt with ſuch a * in his prayers for every 


day 
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day in the weck, as p. 33. Lafly I recommend to thy | 
mercy, the ſouls that are DEPARTED this life in thy 


true faith and fear. 1510 N 82 
There are two formulas with the ſame title, one 


of which I am well acquainted with : and will un- 
- dertake to vouch, that it can undergo the teſt of 


candid diſquiſitiens. The other I have but juſt 


look'd into, for your quotation, and find — Laftly I 


commend to thy mercy the ' ſouls of all thoſe that are 


\ ABOUT To depart this life in thy true faith and fear— 


Do you expect to be treated like a gentleman after 
that, or that any wou'd read a line of yours, ex- 


cept your mob, or the charitable chriſtian that 


would endeavour to diſabuſe them —— Add the 


word Not to ſome, ſtrike it out from others of 


the ten commandments, you'll form a decalague 
God forgive 'me, I was tempted to ſay, after your 
own heart. You cou'd not hope to paſs ſuch a 
fraud as this on the public, for a pious one, or be- 
lieve, there was the leaſt truth, in any of the con- 
cluſions you have drawn from it. 
With equal (Chillinefs give me leave to call it) 
you affirm, They aſſert the real preſence, p. 35. tho? 


without any other reaſon than in the 33, making 


your remarks on ſome unfaſhionable flights of their 
faith at the communion table (by which they only 
ſhew to a candid reader, that they diſcern d the Lord's 


Body) you aſk, does not this look towards the real pre- 


ſence? Tho? it looks no more like it, in the ſenſe . 


of divines (of which you appear quite ignorant) than 


it did in Abrabam, who rejoiced to ſee Chriſt's day. 
But Ply tell you what we aſſert, which looks more 
like it, — That where tuo or three are gather*d to- 
pether in Chriſt's name, He is in the midſt ; not ex- 


cepting ſuch as Carpenters, Tent-makers, or Exciſe 


Men, with which you are very merry. And to 


ſhew your reading ( Miller's jeſts at leaſt) you: bring 


à quotation to make the mob laugh, from Dr. South, 
71 7 3 : which 


th ++ 
which puts me in _ of a well known reply of 
Archbiſhop King's, to 'a lady, who told him, ſhe 
was reading that renown'd divine's ſermons s Ih 
hope, Madam, ſays he, you don read them on a 
ſunday. And I am of opinion that a chriſtian com- 
munity wou'd make a very good exchange, -between 
a hundred ſuch heads as his, and the honeſt ſin- 
cere charitable heart of one poor ſimple Swadler. 
But let us examine, whether you have any better 
| foundation for a third popiſh tenet, you lay to their 
charge, p. 33. you ſay, private confeſſion is another 
favorite practice among the methodifts —— But as in 
all other places, you leave us to gueſs at your mean- 
ing. If you intend with the Apoſtle, confeſſing our 
fins one to another, nothing 1 is more true — It you 
mean Auricular confeſſion, or the winſpering our par- 
_ ticular ſins at the ear of a prieſt, or any other, 
nothing is more falſe. © And this you have ſhewn to 
be your meaning, by calling it an excellent method: for 
. a ſpiritual ſyrauny, for temporal purpoſes. 
To what end then did you ſubſtitute the word 
Private i in the place of Auricular, if you underſtood 
the term. We call each other to account, and ac- 
quaint ourſelves with the general ſtate of every ſoul 
among us; but the particular fin to Which any have 
been tempted, or bo ont Ho ew. is ny mütter of our 
enquities. | | 
Lou ſay, p. 16. T, bey deve exphitet the pfaims of 
David —_ Ke who told you To , Indeed, Sir, 
They bave imagin'd a Jye againſt us, for we ſing all of 
them, that good Judges think ſuitable to the chriſtian 
economy. The reaſon 'you give, -viz. Becauſe they 
are uſed in our church. Were it not a more invi- 
dious one, you wou'd have reaſon'd as uſual, and 
ſaid, They mate uſe of hymms tranſlated from other 
parts of hotly ſcripture; therefore they never fing David's 
pſalms. Tale and Brady wou'd Hae: liel g'd 
themſelves: inferipr- to ſome of our own poets, which 
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| [ 16 J | 
you call bad ones, whatever Sternbold and Hopkins 
might have done ; are any of their doxologies to be 
compar d with this. 

„To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

„Who ſweetly all agree; 

„ To fave a World by Sinners loſt, 
= "Rvernal Glory" De” 7 


Lou ſhou'd have made yourſelf better acquainted 


9 


with us before you undertook to write. our hiſtory, 


Mr. B——7r would not have appear'd in defence 
of a poor oppreſt people (I mean only, by the 


mob, and men of their ſpirit) merely to indulge, his 
natural \good will towards, men, till he had taken 


proper meaſures to inform himſelf of their principles 
and their practice. Blind zeal and ſtupid bigottry, 
muſt have excited you to rail at, abuſe,” and if 


poſſible, to ſet the rabble upon a harmleſs inoffen- 


ſive ſociety, of whom you have ſhewn yourſelf as 


ignorant as any one that had ever heard of us, 
Tet in order to convict Mr. B—— r of a falſhood, 
p. 16, you are ſurpris d at his aſſerting that men and 
amen Hold their aſſemblies in ſeparate houſes, you are 


inform d by ſome of their own: ſaciety, that they meet 


promiſcuouſiy in Dublin —— ſtrong. reaſoning, ——— 


Wou'd you not have been as much ſarpris'd, had 
he told you, he worſhip'd God in his cloſet; had 
you been iaform*d before, that he had been diſ- 
cover*d. performing that duty in the pariſh. church 
There are very few, that have not heard of our 


bands, in which, not only men and women, meet 


ſeparately, but marry'd and unmarried men, ma- 


trons and maidens. But what wou' d you: not aſſert 


to introduce a waggi/b joke? for it's plain you know | 
nothing at all about us, and conſequently, no im- 
putation. too groſs to lay to our charge? HO 


many dunghills have you rak'd for materials to daub 


us? What pitiful inventions have you had recourſe 
1 SE a 9 ä to? 


[71] 

10 f You aſk Mr. B—r, p- I5 ©* did not a me-. 
% thodiſt propoſe this queſtion to your ſon and mam 
<< others, as they were approaching ihe communion table 
* to receive the holy communion ——= M bat condition 
is your ſoul in? with many other interrogatories 
ce equally unſeaſonable and impertinent. This you are 
© afſur'd happen d at his own church, before his own 
n I aſk'd Mr. B—-7's ſon, was there 
any truth in that? He was blunt enough to declare 


it, a created lie, as it was produc'd without the leaſt 


materials. 

You can aſſert, upon undoubted authority, that 
women have plunder*d their huſbands, and families, in 
- a to beſtow more laviſbly, &c. —— If a little 

HILLINESS be worth your notice, and you can ſo 
eaſily proye the fact, is it tenderneſs that reſtrains 
you from diſcovering both the thieves and the re- 
ceivers? I take the concealer of ſuch crimes to 
be an enemy to virtue, and conſequently to. his 
country. 


But you add, They are ſupported every where, 


without any expence to themſel ves. If you earn 
your bread as laboriouſly, you are no idler. 
They ſay, God commanded ſome wealthy Gralemen 
to contribute to their neceſſity. Had they made. uſe 
of the Apoſtle's own words, charg*d thoſe that were 


rich, it wou'd have been the ſame thing to you, 
But however commiſſion'd, the labourer ! employ, 


is worthy of his hire. 
Our ſtile, indeed, is ſomething obſolete, ond 6. 
ferent from the language ſpoken in hite's and Bar- 
den's chocolate houſes (not but in their company 
there may be as good chriſtians. as ourſelves) tho? 


you ſay, we deny that character to all others: The 


Holy Scriptures being our principal ſtudy, we en- 


deavour to converſe with one another in the dialegt. 


we are beſt acquainted with; yet we are not all ua- 
alified for intercourſe in the polite world, and can 


"FP 


boak Megs as well e any in it. Nut = 
j the 


* 


T1” 


the generality of our writers, I dare ſay, had they 
addreſs' d to you, they wou'd have confin*d themſelves 
to a language level to your underſtanding. They 
had been forewarn'd by their maſter, to beware, 
that they caſt not their pearls before ſwine, and have 
felt the effect of it. But to their comfort, many 
have found among them the pearl of great Price, 
and ſold all that they bad to purchaſe it. 
You introduce a quotation from one Seward, con- 
cerning Archbiſhop Tillotfon. We know you capable 
of aſſerting any thing you think to your purpoſe ; if 
you have not abus'd him, as you have done Mr. 
Meſiey, I ſhall acknowledge him as pert and filly, as 
a certain author of my acquaintance; and 1 can 
aſſure you, he wou'd be no more ſupported in our 
ſociety, than in our convocation. I ſhall always 
grant you, that he that uttereth a flander, is a fool. 
And J hope you'll make me the ſame conceſſion. _ 
But you are a mere Paritan, p. 1o. You cannot 
bear the word company meant of communicants, be- 
cauſe ſo often connected with the idea of Jovial. 
Sure it would ſhock your ſqueamiſh ſoul ſhou*d you 
hear our Te Deum in Engliſh, that mentions the 
glorious company of Apoltles ; much more, were 
ou to hear our communion ſervice —— with Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company of Heaven; 
or St. Paul's innumerable company of Angels, Sc. 
Many of the paſſages you have cited- from very 
good men, and ſet in fo aukward and ridiculous a- 
light, are founded on ſcripture phraſes, and contain. 
a great deal of the rue ſublime, in the opinion of 
the philoſophers of their own country, where you 
have never travell'd, tho? with you and the Greeks 
they may be accounted fooliſhneſs. | 
Do you deſpiſe and turn them into ee for | 
flying to God in the time of trouble, and for im. 
uting to him their deliverance out of their diſtreſs? 
Fats: acknowledging their infirmities like St. Paul, that 
when they mw” do Sood evil was preſent ach 
| | them, 


4 


is Hard to read it with dry eyes — 


ien 
W That like him, they had a Thorn in * 
fi, the angel of. Satan 10 2 them. For re- 
nouncing all pretenſions to extraordinary illamina . 
tions and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, that any ſincere 
chriſtian can ſeek in vain. 

Tou paint them, indeed, p. 34. in the ſame co- 
fours that the Apoſtle has done, wreſtling not with 
fleſh and blood, but with principalities and powers, &c. 
--- The Chriſtian Jooks upon himſelf here below, as 


in a military ſtate, and wounds and bruiſes are in- 


ſeparable from his calling. Faith in the beſt of men 
has ſometimes ſtaggered. Job, David, Peter, Paul, 
have been melancholy inſtances of human inſtability. 
All theſe, in your ſenſe, p. 36. muſt have own'd 
themſelves, as well as ſome you are 191 merry 
with, to have been dupes to the Devil. I really 
take St. Paul to be as much involv'd in the profane 
ridicule of . whole page, as Mr. Weſley or Mr. 
Whitfield. | 

But W you know the le why the wicked 
in this particular are not plagu'd like other men. I 
take it to be their ſerving but one maſter, following 
his dictates with greedineſs, and reſigning themſelves 
with. pleaſure ta his will. The Chriſtian has been 
convinced he cannot live upon the wages he is en- 
titled to from that maſter, and has conſequently en- 
gag d in the fervice of a new one, tho? he can never 
Procure a full diſcharge from the old, who, like a 
roaring lion, is ever ſeeking to devour tim. He 
ſces you without envy, like Ephraim, whom the pro- | 
Phet ſtiles, 8:; bullock unaccuſtom d to the yoke | 


Friſking, ſporting, laughing, joking, punning moſt 


impiouſly, p. 30. on a chriſtian groaning under the 


infirmities of his nature and weakneſs of his faith. | 
I pray God 

your condition may not be that of the ox deſtin d to 
the flaughter, allow'd to feed his little days on the 
fatteſt foil ; and that when they who, in this life, re- 
ceive their evil . are comforted, you may not 
be tormented, C2 You 
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Tou ſay, p. 48. Lay perſons, low mechanics, womem 
and children are commiſſion'd among us to preach: 


the goſpel. We believe Perſons of every Rank, Sex 


or Age, commiſſion'd,, to declare and publiſh ſalvation 
thro' Chriſt, to every neighbour and companion that 


will hear them. We forbid women to ſpeak in our pub- 
lic aſſemblies, becauſe St. Pauli did. But Mr. B 


. 


in his very letter, which you are pretending to anſwer, 
calls on you to produce a Law of God, or Proteſtants, 
that forbids Chriſtians of any rank to aſſemble together, 
to exhort one another, &c.—A diſputant indeed to leave 
the very cardinal point of the controverſy untouch'd,. 
yet, conclude, aſſert and ſtrut, with as much confi- 
dence, as tho? you had ſolidly anſwer'd it. But I think 


we have a text, 1 Pez. ii. 5. ſomething ſtronger, in our 
favour, Ye alſo as living ſtones are built up a ſpiritual 


houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices 
acceptable to God, thro* Chriſt Jeſus, Now as thisepiſtle 
is addreſt 10 the ſtrangers ſcatter' d thro* Pontus, Galla- 

tia, Capadocia, Alia, and Bythinia, if you take my ad- 
vice, either prove all thoſe ſtrangers were lawfully 


ordain'd clergymen, or that the honour and privileges 


mention'd, were limited to them, and extended to 
no other chriſtians. If you fail there, take back Mr. 
Young's lines, and keep them for your own uſe. 
But, perhaps, there's no underſtanding thoſe ſort 
of queer writers; And had you liv'd in their time, 
you might have crack*d as many jokes out of them, 
as might have made the very high prieſt burſt his 
ſides with laughing. You wou'd have been his man 
for the commiſſien to Damaſeus. That high prieſt 
wou'd never have employ'd one of Paul's learning 
and ſenſe, had you been in the way. Lou wou'd 
not have boggled, like him, at a flaſh of lightning, 
no more than at a fit of your own chillineſs, when 
perſecution was the word. How wou' d you have 


laugh'd, had you heard that Apoſtle aſk this queſtion 


— Know ye not that yonr bodies are the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt? And again, Know ye not that Choy ” 


i. 1] -. 
dwelleth i in you, except ye be reprobates ? which have 


ſet ſo many ſimple creatures mad; boaſting, from 


that time to this of divine communications, illumina- 


ttons and extaſies; all which you impute, p. 47. to 


— 


the ſpirit of the devil. But as you have not learn d 
logie enough to put your argument in form, give 


me leave to do it for you. 


All who boaſt divine communications are aruated 


by the ſpirit of the Devil. 

But, St. Paul ſays, All bus reprobates do, or 
may boaſt divine communications. 

Therefore, All but ene are an. by the 
Spirit of the Devil. 

It will be hard for you to convince any who be- 


lieve in the Holy Ghoſt, and that Chriſt ſent him after 


his departure, to abide with his people for ever, 


that He, I ſay, remains here below in a ſtate of 
indolence and inactivity, as an unconcern'd ſpectator 


of the conduct of his people. Lou'll never be able 


to perſuade chriſtians, that. he is negligent in his 
office, that he is not the ſame yeſterday, -to-day, and 
For ever; cleanſing, purifying, and ſanctifying our 


hearts, bringing all yy to our remembrance, and 


leading us into all truth. : 
Are theſe ſubjects. for mink and ridicule? Be as 


merry with theſe things as you pleaſe; but you. 


have not yet convinc'd me that theſe ſuffrages in our 
liturgy are impertinent — O God make clean our hearts 


within us — And take not "thy holy ſpirit from us. 


There are thouſands, God be prais'd, that have us*d 
the means, which God has preſcrib'd in his holy 
word, to receive and retain the glorious privilege of 
_ communion with God, thro? the ſacred ſpirit, who 


rejoice evermore in bis holy comfort, and know, that 


none ever ſought his help in vain. Theſe, by the - 
thinking part of the world, will be look'd upon as 


the moſt: rational of mankind, tho? you have taken 


upon you to ſtigmatize them, not only, as mad, 


Bo afluated by the —_ of the devil. — I dare not 
, — | * - 


— ů — —. 
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peremptorily pronounce thro? the influence of what 
| ſpirit you have form'd your judgment, tho* our 


maſter has left us a rule by which we may try be 
ſpirit of the new reformers, as well as of other men, 
with more certainty than by your - popiſh- queſtion 


upon all occaſions, Do. they work- miracles? Our 


bleſſed Saviour's going about doing good, is to me, a 


more unexceptionable evidence of his divine miffion, 


than all his miracles, the only proof of divine com- 
munications, level to ſuch capacities as yours. The 
holy ſpirit is compar'd to the wind, which is an in- 
viſible creature, yet, if we ſee what courſe the ſhip 
makes, we may very well conclude from what point 
it blows. e f i 


All erroneous opinions and wild imaginations, are 
to be cenſur'd only as they tend to interrupt ſocial 


happineſs, which nothing can do more effectually than 
unworthy notions of God; of which you have not 
objected one ſingle inſtance, but of ſuch as we deteſt. 
— Is not this flandering ?=— Our miniſter told us laſt 
Sunday, wherein that infamous vice did conſift ; not 


in expoſing a notorious offender, that honeſt men 
may avoid him; but the flanderer,. ſays he, is be that 


diſſects his neighbour to find out bis ſores, and pours in 
vinegar to [ſmart and corrode him, and when he cannot 
find them, induſtrioufly makes them, like. the inſect, that 
broods npon rottenneſs and corruption. © | 


Lou think the enthuſiaſm and ravings, as you call 


them, of the Methodiſts, inconſiſtent with charity. 


I aſſure you, they have extended my beneyolence (to 


make uſe of words from the ſame: pulpit) above he 


narrow limits of a friend or country, by taking in the 


noble difinterefled compaſs of univerſal mankind. 


But ſuppoſing us all this while in a raving ſtats 
of wild enthuſiaſm, parting with a preſent good, for 


ſomething, in reverſion, perhaps imaginary. Some- 


body has ſaid, Theres a ſecret: pleaſure in being mad, 


that none but madmen know. If it creates a par 


in-our own breaſts, ſince you don't envy us, why do 
| TT Mr e "You 


Ld 


\ 
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Joo grudge it us? If it tes as much to our 


happineſs, as all your jovial company does to yours: 
It we regard your laughter as the Blaze of thorns 


crackling under a pot. Our tears, not as water ſpilt. 


upon the ground, but as, Put into bis bottle, that is 
ſolid again to us. If it hurts you, prove your da- 
mages. I remember the remark of a very profane 


author, on a noble captive well known to him O- 


ſerv», ſays he, that venerable eld man— his hand is in 


the urn io draw-his lot for the mercy of the conqueror 
He bas drawn a blank — He ſmiles — Happy be, 


F there be hereafter — F not, well cheated, he lived 
innocent, and dies pleas'd — Way: will you not allow 
us the ſame privilege? 

There are a great many clubs and ſocieties in tho 
community that give you no offence, Are you 
ſtartled at our religious exerciſes, are they the for- 
midable circumſtance of ours ? Tho? p. 45. you call 


us an upſtart ſect, yet, in the very ſame page, you 
are fo candid as to own, we advance no ſcripture 


detFrines but what are held by the church of England. 
The free maſon's ſociety keep their tenets very ſecret, 
How do you know, but the deſign of their meetings, 


is to inculcate L doctrines of the church of Eng- 
land, and no other? Were you aſſur'd, that they al 


ſembled with the ſame intent that we 4s; wou'd they 
not ſhare with us your wrath and reſentment? How 
do you know, but they rave and dream in their pri: 
vate aſſemblies ? The Spectator ſays, the perſon that 
gives attention to his dreams, 'may from them form 


a very good judgment concerning the ſtate of his 


mind. We, then, who dream loud lie open to the 


world, and are no more to be dreaded in ſociety than . 


if we had windows to Our breaſts. 
But we are dearly to pay for the lucid interval we 


enjoy'd in the laſt cited page. I thought it a recan. 


tation; Tam ſure it is a confutation of all chat went 
before. But in the 48th. by way of recapitulation, 


we are there again charg'd with breaking down the 


. 


ans — — ne Oo 
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Fences of the church, building magnificent houſes io exare - 


ci ſe our new religion (ſince you allow'd it the religion 


of the church of England, I am not ſurpris'd · that 


you call it New) ſeducing people from lawful paſtors, 


authorizing low mechanics, ignorant women and children, 


to preach the goſpel. Diſorder, illegality, confuſion, 
and what not. And all this with ſuch an air of con- 


fidence, as if every article had been moſt ſolidly 


prov'd, tho' you have not ſo much as offer'd at an 
argument to juſtify your accuſations. They are all 
to be taken upon your bare word, and we have al- 
ready ſeen, how much it is to. be depended on. So 
that it muſt paſs with all but the ſenſeleſs bigots of 
your own party, for a mere rant of Billingſgate ſcur- 
In ſeveral places of your book, you flouriſh a. 
great deal, and ſeem deſirous. to be thought a mem 
ber of our church. I am very ſure you are no 
friend to it, when you charge it with all thoſe doc: 


trines which you object againſt the Methodiſts ; does 
it hold tranſubſtantiation or conſubſtantiation ? one 


of them you muſt mean by your real preſence, or 


nothing. It muſt be the former, as you call, That 


prayers for the dead, and pPipate confeſſion, popiſh - 
doctrines; convict Mr. Weſley of any one of them and 
we are no longer his diſciples. He is but our pris 
vate tutor, we are not under penalties of eccleſiaſtical 


cenſures to ſwallow from his hand whether. food or 


poiſon. --- All who profeſs thoſe doctrines hold them 
as ſcriptural. If you charge us with them, you 
charge the church of England equally ; ſince, as you 


ſay, we hold no ſcripture doctrines but ſuch as ſhe. 


holds. You ſet up for a critic in accurate writing. 


If being unintelligible will prove you one, you are a 


great maſter; 


By this new art of criticiſm, which you have in: 
troduc'd, I dare promiſe, you may confute every 
author, both ſacred and profane, that ever appear'd 


in the world, as ſolidly as you have done Mr. 


1 8 Ber, 
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B. r, without the Help of Ariſtotle or Longinus. 

Why did you ſometimes attempt to reaſon ? Cou'd 

you not have ſworn to your Fein like Peter in the 
Tale of a Tub. 

But theſe. 'Dotrines, tho! of the Church. of Eng: 
Lind. are preach'd by low. mechanicks in our mag: 
nificent houſes. Does the church of England enjoin 
her members, never to worſhip God but in conſecrat- 

ed walls? 5 197 a. clergyman of. the eſtabliſhed church 
wou'd come, i inſtruct and exhort us, in our magnifi- 
cent edifices, there are numbers, thank God, cou'd 
we chuſe them, that wou'd prevent. our liſtaing to 
lay preachers. On Sundays, when they preach qi 
pray, they have not more conſtant attendance. Ane 
will Proteſtants ſay, we are  underinining the 
5 0 when on days, in which we are unable to 
procure their help, we worſhip God. as well as we 
can without it. If our eſtabliſh'd cooks thought 
themſelves oblig d to work but one day i in the week, 
OT we found it neceſſary to our health, to feed 
three times a day, under an Engliſþ government, 
Which, God preſerve, we find our ſelves at liberty, to 
build magnificent kitchens, and dreſs our own meat, 
1 hope, without incroaching on the previleges of 
their corporation. And tho?, it may not. be 1 art- 
fully ſeaſoneg, we find by experience that it does not 

the leſs contribute to our health and vigor. And 1 
can affirm, upon very good authorities, that before 
the feeding our bodies, or "fouls was worked up into 
a learned ſcience,” men were found a as fat and well 
liking, in both capacities, by the mere dictates of 
fimple nature, vou will not ſay, the holy ſcriptures, 

have, ſo darken d natures nabe that none, but ſ ſuch 
a8 Have been bred in tlie le ols of Ariſtotle,” can 
poſſibiy render themſelves acce table to their maker, 
or inſtruct others ſo to do, notwithſtanding all your 
. prac upon math ematical demonſtratjon, pro opoſir 
tions and Es 41. which ate nothing a! 7 "all 
to he 17 00 = nll” vp rove That, the h 


ik 


of the ten commandments require as much appli- 
| cation and penetration as 0 F 


Tou aſk Mr. B - fome where, does he 
believe in the devil? I 8 one reaſon for thinking, 
he certainly muſt, tho' he had never read the ſcrip- 
| tures. He is thought, by ſome of his pariſhioners 
to entertain too high an opinion of human nature, 
I have heard him run into more encomiums upon it, 
than I can believe the tranſgreſſion of Adam has left 


it to boaſt, He has aſſerted, that there never was. 
a human creature ſo fallen, as not to declare on the 


ſide of innocence and virtue, when ſelf was intirely 
diſintereſted. wi 3 muſt be upon chat ae he 


42 


But alter all 0 you turn out x ena 3 


our Church, which ſome, are very poſitive in affirm- 
ing (with grief, 1 muſt own, that holy orders are be- 
come ſo cheap among us, that the pooreſt creature, 
that can obtain a batchelors degree, is able to pro- 


cure them) can you be ignorant of me intereſt” you 


are promoting? No means can be imploy'd more ef- 
fectually to deſtroy the eſtabliſh'd church, than to 
divide it. Are you not uſing all your endeavours to 


ſtop the nteregurle. of murual charity between us 
and our brethern? We can be call'd Schiſmatics by 
none who do not believe it their intereſt to make us 


ſo. The thought of which we abhor; as the con- 
ſtant attendance on the public duties of the eſtabliſh'd 


Church, is the very condition of our charter and 


freedom in the communion of ſaints. I dare affirm 


there are thouſands in our ſociety, that by the in- | 
ſtruction they have receiv d in it, wou 'q walk ten 
miles, 


— 


— 
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miles, as Mr. B——r ſays of ſome, in the > 
mea: ber rather than hunger many days for the ſweet 


repaſt of the body and blood of Chriſt. What cou'd 


more powerſully provoke us, intirely to deſert that 
church, which wou'd drive us, as the cafe has been with 


ſome of our brethren, like dogs, from the holy ta- 


ble of our Lord. And you fir, after your own 
manner, have abus'd Mr. B— r for not ſending 


ſome papiſts back to their prieſts for that holy ſacra- 


ment, which they came to requeſt from his hands--- 


what an unhappy marriage has Chriſt contracted, if 


his ſallen ſpouſe drives away the gueſts whom he has 
invited, to his -hoſpitable table. Yes ſir, Arabian, 
Scythian, bond or free, or as you ſtile it, Trout or 


 Gudgeon, But give me leave to aſſure you, that 


neither your jeſts nor ſneers, nor Satan's heights nor 
depths, ſhall be able to ſeperate me, or any y of the 
true members of our ſociety from the church of Eng- 


land. And fhould you drive us to the deſerts of | 


Arabia, or leave us here alone, by your departure 


from her creeds, articles, homilies and canons, we 
Will confeſs and maintain them with our dying breath. 


We have nothing to fear but blind zeal and ſtupid 


8 bigottry, but we truſt in God he will confine the bi- 


got's power till he is pleas'd to enlarge his heart. 
Pear Sir, had you no friend to look over your per- 
formance, before you publiſh'd it, that was not loſt to 


all ſenſe religion and virtue? You. wou'd certainly, 


have been advis'd to burn it, which might e 


ſave ſome bluſnes. 


Tam a great friend to the heres of. the preſs 3, | 
1 haye lived. to ſee. the happy effects of it. Fo 4 | 
Tolaud, a 7 indal, a Collins, &c. we owe a C onibear, a 
Foſter, 2 Leland and others, who have done ſuch ſervice 
to chriſtianity, that it} ſhines this day in the writings 


of thoſe gentiemen, with a brighter luſtre, than ever. 


before, from the time of its inſtitution ; and per hap 5 
God may ſay to ſome of our adverſaries as to Pharach 


— Fur this cauſe. have. [ rais'd thee up. And 1 have 
this confidence, in his holy name, that. if an abler, 


t 1 By . X FED eg pen 
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«cod than yours had been imployed againſt us, a More 


powerful o one 18 mine, Vouꝰd have 1 in our 
defence. 5 425 

Next time you engage, [erg adviſe you change 
your weapon, throw aſide your Chineſe Scaramouch 
Lath, and take the ſword of the ſpirit. It will not cut ſo 
many flouriſhes, but will PE. to the wet intenti⸗ 


ons of the heart. i 2117 
P. S. Tho“ this paper was ready fer the preſs | 


ſome time ago, perhaps it had never ſeen the light, 


had not the late inſurrection and barbarous affault | 
upon us, by an enraged deluded rabble, rendered all 


| honeſt means neceſſary to the Preſervation, not only 


of our properties, but our lives, and left you ex- 


ulting in the pleaſure of having contributed to its 
ſucceſs. - Nothing but miſrepreſentation cowd have 
Excited, the moſt favage amongſt you, if diſinte- 
reſted, (which I am told, is not your caſe) to treat us 


like wolves and bears. The” very dogs had more 
reſpect for the human form, in the time of the hea- 


then perſecutors, than to tare and worry the firſt 
chriſtian martyrs, till they had: dreſs'd chem in the 


ſkins of thoſe © noxious beaſts. ' r 
Quid non mortalia pectora 79 55 7 ' To what lengths 
are men driven? Is as applicable to the enthuſiaſtic 


zealot, as to the covetous miſer, How are our wiſe 


and wholeſome” laws deſp iſed ; the prudence and vi- 
gilance of our worthy wahlt a phie by ſtupid 
digots, under the drectiorf of ignorant as well 


"IS. 


of 

deſigning prieſts ? We need not wonder at their pre- 
ſent rage. againſt us, cofſidering che numbers, our 
preachers, by the bleffing'et God have reſeued from 
their chains, and reſtoredꝰto the ſteedom of our I | 


| chriſtian ES church t n 


aur med at t is juncture, gp 


100 
be on fobt for' enriching oe ap ag 1 e 


of foreign Proteſtants. They nizy hHöpt perha 
Aimee them from venturing among us, for Fear | 


of — we have received. 
* 1 N 1 S. . 


